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STATEMENT OF PROBABLE CAUSE CONCERNING AN AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT WHICH
OCCURRED 7O i PRIVATELY O'I'ED nIRPLANE AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN, ON
MAY 3, 1936

To the Secretary of Commerce-

Cn May &, 1936, at approximately 6:50 a,m., at Debtroit, Michigan, a private-
ly owned airplane was involved i1n an accident with resultant death to one passen-
ger, scrious injury to another, and minor injury to the pilot. A third passenger
was uninjured, ard the aireraft was completely destroyed.

The airplane, a Waco Model UIC, bore Federal licensc number NC-13420. The
pilot, James H. Baughm, was unlicensed. He had formerly held a Tederal transport
rilot’s license, which cxpircd on December 31, 1933. The fatally injured passcn-
ger was Miss Sadie Rowley, the severcly injured passenger was Mr. Joseph M.
Charlton, and the uminjured passenger wes Mr. Morrell D. Banker, owner of the
aireraft involved.

Roturning from a cross-country flight to Louisvillc, Kentucky, Prlot Baughn
landed 2t the Wayne County Airport to inguirc about weather conditions at Detroxt
City Aarport. He took off again a few minutes later %o fly to the latter airport,
whieh 15 but a short f£light from the former.

While eircling the field at an altitude of ebout 200 feet preparatory to
landing, the engine suddenly stopped. The pilct decided that he could not rcaeh
the a1rport and attempted to land dowm-wind in some vacant lots. s cversh-%
these badly and rather than rislz striking houses, guided the nose of the air-
plane between two trces at the end of the vacant lots. The trees were struck
while the airplane was still about ten feet in the air, tearing of'f the wings
and empenage. The enginc and fuselage continued on about 25 feet before striking
the ground, then sliad along for about 20 feet more. The two passengers in the
rear seat, who were under a single safety belt, were thrown forvard from under
The belt by the impact, causing fatal injury to one and serious injury to the
other,

Careful cxamination of the wreckage disclosed that the Lunkenheimer gasoline
drain was in the drain position. This valve iz located in such a manner that it
is only about an inch from the left rudder podal and a large movement of the rud-
der pedals, as in texying, could probably cause the valve to be accidentally
opened. As the pilot states that he did not use this drain at any time during
the trip, it is probable that while taxying at the Wayne County Airport, the valve
was sccidentally kicked open, zllowing the gasclince to drain sway, the supply be=-
ing exhausted while preparing to land at the Dotroit City Airport, thus causing
the sudden enginc stoppage.

A check of the enbtire flight discloses that the pilet had put in spproximate-
ly & hours of night flying just previous to the accident, and was probably greatly
fetigued, This would have had an effect on his judgment of speed and distance on
the forced landing, in which he erred considerably.




It is the opinion of the Bureau of Air Commerce that the probable cause of
this accident was accidental opening of the gasoline drain valve while taxying,
together with the pilot's misjudgnent of speed and distance while negotiating a
forced lending.
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Reanertfully guhrmissaa

Eugene L. Vadal
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